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01798 873337
www.labouringman.com thelabouringman@gmail.com

The Labouring Man 
is a country inn            
offering stylish 

rooms, a relaxed                         
atmosphere, with 

great food and drink.

Our restaurant is open 
six days a week for 
lunch or dinner and 

Sundays from 12 noon 
until 4pm, with the bar 
open seven days and 
evenings per week. 

Our food is all home-
cooked

		          The Labouring Man 				  
 Coldwaltham
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MAY SERVICES & BIBLE READINGS

Sunday, 4th May       3rd Sunday of Easter		
				              White Array

9.15am 	 Holy Communion	 Parham

11.00am 	 Holy Communion	 Amberley

6.00pm 	 Evensong		  Wiggonholt

Sunday 11th May      4th Sunday of Easter		
					     White  Array

9.00am 	 Holy Communion	 Greatham

10.00am 	 Café Church		  Amberley

Sunday 18th May	 5th Sunday of Easter		
					     White Array

9.15am 	 Holy Communion	 Wiggonholt

11.00am 	 Holy Communion	 Amberley

Sunday 25th May	 6th Sunday of Easter 		
				                White Array

9.00am 	 Matins			   Greatham

11.00am 	 Holy Communion	 Amberley

Sunday 1st June	 7th Sunday of Easter		
					      White Array

9.15am 	 Holy Communion	 Parham

11.00am 	 Holy Communion	 Amberley

6.00pm 	 Evensong		  Wiggonholt

BIBLE READINGS
Sunday, 4th May 					   
Acts 9:1-6; John 21:1-19; Psalm 30

Sunday, 11th May					   
Acts 9:36-end, John 10:22-30; Psalm 23

Sunday, 18th May					   
Acts 11:1-18; John 13:31-35; Psalm 148

Sunday, 25th May					   
Acts 16:9-15; John 14:23-29; Psalm 67

Sunday, 1st June   					   
Acts 16:16-34; John 17:20-end; Psalm 97

  
Interregnum arrangements 
If you need pastoral support and a listening ear, 
prayer or Communion at home, please don’t hesitate 
to call Amberley churchwardens in the first instance 
on (07973) 163369; alternatively send an e-mail to 
amberleystmichael@gmail.com  

We seek help from visiting cler-
gy to cover at least one Commu-
nion service each week. Elaine 
Corbett, our Lay Reader, is tak-
ing a number of other services. 

For baptisms, marriages and  fu-
nerals at any of the four parishes 
within the benefice, please con-
tact the relevant churchwardens 
(details on page 36).

The best way to stay up to date is to ensure you are 
on the list for a weekly church e-mail with notices of 
services and events, readings and prayers for each 
Sunday. Please e-mail Michael on mpdavey@gmail.
com to ensure your name is on the list.

Elaine Corbett



01798 831 171
Opening hours:                     

9am-5pm weekdays;             
9am-4pm Saturday/Sunday

Order online: www.amberleyshop.uk 

E-mail: info@avsshop.co.uk 

Website www.aamberleystores.co.uk

 Family or friends looking for quality self-catering 	
 accommodation in Amberley?

New conversion of an old farm building, offering stylish 
and comfortable self-contained studio accommodation 
for two. Located in an enviable position in the heart of 
the village, with unrivalled views. Modern utilities and 

furnishings, whilst retaining rural charm. 
Weekly lets, long weekends, short and last-minute breaks.

Contact: Sandie and Geoff Conlon on 
(01798) 839 320

www.selfcateringarundel.co.uk

The Roost
at Stream Barn,
The Square, 
Amberley, BN18 9SR

 R.J. ELLIOTT & SON

Complete 
Decorating 

and
Maintenance

Service

Tel: 01903 732363
Mob: 07532 231345

Established over 40 years

Rydon 
Landscapes
Garden Design and Construction

1 Dora Cottage, Greatham

Pulborough

Tel: (01798) 872359
Mobile: 07711 663862

M.D. Woodger
Domestic Boiler Maintenance

Service/Repair/Commissioning 

of oil-fired boilers and Aga cookers

Registered OFTEC technician

Telephone

01730 894211 07795 831589 (mobile)

The Asparagus season         
is here!

Fresh local asparagus from        
Slade Farm, Midhurst

   Nutbourne tomatoes     	
now in stock               

Absolutely delicious!
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People & Events

Church Hall upgrade – next steps
Many of us enjoy the space and opportunity that St Michael’s 
Church Hall offers to connect with others – but the decrepit 
heating, poor acoustics, grimy floor (despite regular mopping) 
and the bottleneck created by the dividing doors during events 
limits enjoyment and the hall’s potential. 

The Hallraisers are planning to address all these issues in the 
third phase of the hall upgrade – the refurbishment of the main 
hall itself. We started the design process with an open day on 
April 5, where people were invited to discuss their ideas for 
how the space could be improved.  

There were no surprises in the wish list for change – better 
heating, more flexible lighting, a new sound & IT system, a 
new floor, more storage – and many asked for the dividers to 
be removed, as they are never used and seem to be a reason 
for the poor acoustics. There was no shortage of proposed so-
lutions either.

While change is planned for the main hall, there is also change 
afoot in the Hallraisers’ team itself. The fragrant Michael Dono-
van and his husband have already moved to Warningcamp 
and the luminous Sheena Skinner and her family will be mov-
ing to the Brighton area in the summer.  As they will no longer 
be living in the village, they have sadly decided to give up their 
Hallraisers’ work. It’s been a special experience working with 
them both and I thank them for their friendship and the enor-
mous creativity they have brought to our fundraising work.

To start the next phase, Churchwarden Mel Edge is putting 
together a design group who will prepare a design plan for the 
main hall refurbishment (drawing on the many ideas that were 
submitted on the open day). More to follow when the plan is 
in place!

Meanwhile, if you have not already done so … why not sign 
up for the Hallraisers’ next fundraising event – the Roving Sup-
per on June 28.  Tickets are selling fast.  Details were sent via 
Gagglemail on March 31. Alternatively, contact dave.lynne@
icloud.com for more information.                             Susan Watson

Amberley Museum and 		
station car parking
Trustees at Amberley Museum have transferred the man-
agement of the museum car park (opposite Amberley sta-
tion) to a company which will open up the car park on a 
round-the-clock basis, offering free parking for museum 
visitors and paid-for parking for non-visitors. 

Station parking will continue to be free for the time being, 
but rail users will now have the option of using the museum 
car park should there be no available spaces at the station.

From the beginning of May, non-museum visitors will be 
able to pay for parking using RinGo (a car parking app) and 
will be able to park their cars throughout the week and be-
yond 5pm. This will benefit those using the railway station, 
visiting other places in the local area, or going for walk.

There are additional benefits to the museum and to those 
using the car park, particularly as the extra CCTV cameras 
and lighting will improve security. There will also be an op-
portunity to address issues with some of the potholes.

Pricing has yet to be confirmed, but over the next few weeks 
signage will be going up, which will explain the tariffs. Visi-
tors to the museum will be able to benefit from free parking 
by entering their registration on to a screen when they come 
through the shop.                                    Katrina Burton  
Amberley Museum Director

Gridlocked Amberley
Following an accident on the B2139 on March 30, when 
two cars collided and overturned, eastbound traffic was di-
verted down School Road and westbound traffic via Rack-
ham. Result: total chaos. I have lived here for 40 years and 
have never seen anything like it. Unfortunately, it ruined 
many people’s plans for lunches on Mothering Sunday.
There were plenty of frayed tempers but fortunately no se-
rious casualties. Sadly, that was not the case in the late 
afternoon of the same day, when a motorcyclist died in an 
accident close to the junction of Newland Gardens.		
				                     Mike Toynbee
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A weekend of nostalgia
Rewind to the 1940s for a weekend of nostalgia 
and living history at Amberley Museum’s Home 
Front Weekend, taking place on May 17-18.

Experience the sights, sounds, and stories of the 
Second World War as the museum is transformed 
into a vibrant wartime encampment. Featuring au-
thentic WW2 vehicles, uniforms, and equipment, 
this immersive event will bring history to life for visi-
tors of all ages.

The Home Guard will be on site to demonstrate 
their crucial role in defending Britain’s shores, while 
American forces showcase military maintenance op-
erations and a stunning array of restored and original 
artefacts.

Visitors can also explore how wartime innovations shaped the 
years that followed, with special displays highlighting post-war 
developments in technology and design.

Visitors are encouraged to dress the part and wear their best 
1940s-style fashion and join the fun. Take a nostalgic ride on 
a 1930s bus and enjoy a journey around the museum site 
aboard steam locomotive Peter.

With re-enactments, displays, and hands-on experiences, 
Home Front Weekend promises a truly memorable trip back 
in time.

For more information and to book tickets, visit www. amberley-
museum.co.uk/ or follow Amberley Museum on social media 
for updates.

Motorcycles, cars and even 
James Bond for good measure
May Bank Holiday Monday (May 5) sees the return of the clas-
sic motorcycle gathering to Amberley Museum. A celebration 
of time-honoured British brands including BSA, Norton, Royal 
Enfield, Triumph and Matchless. An anticipated 150-plus bikes 
will be on display to be admired, photographed and talked 
about.

Included in the day will be motorcycles up to the present day 
with beautiful examples from other manufacturers such as 
Ducati, Honda, Harley Davidson and Moto Guzzi.

On Sunday, May 11, the Southern Classic Car Club will have 
a range of vintage and classic cars on display. Evolving from 
a small group of Southern Water plc employees who owned 
a variety of classic cars, Southern Classics is now one of the 
leading independent classic car clubs in the south east. 

Did you know that Amberley Museum was one of the main 
filming locations for the 1985 James Bond Film A View to a Kill, 
starring Roger Moore?

In September 1984 locations across Amberley Museum’s 
old chalk pits and quarry tunnel were transformed into the 
fictional Main Strike Mine. Items from the museum’s col-
lection took on starring roles in the film (and they left a few 
behind!)

On May 25, the museum 
will be running regular 
guided tours delving 
into the detail of how the 
old Amberley chalk pits 
were transformed into a 
filming location nearly 40 
years ago.

Speakers from the 
Shaken not Stirred Fan 
Club will be in attendance to give an overview of all things 
James Bond, along with special guests to answer visitors’ 
questions.

And the Aston Martin Owners’ Club will be displaying an  
impressive selection of cars throughout the day together 
with some visiting Rolls-Royces and Jaguars as well. 

Finally, at the end of the month (May 28-30) there will be a 
range of half-term activities on offer. On Thursday, May 29, 
there will be an opportunity to have a go at the traditional 
craft of woodturning with the West Sussex Woodturners, 
taking home a small wooden keepsake. 

On the move
Readers who know former Amberley resident Tim Ashby, 
will be delighted to hear he is comfortably settling into his 
new surroundings at Barlavington Manor. 

The Sussexdown Care Home in Storrington, where he has 
been a resident for the past few years, is being replaced 
with a modern complex and is not due to reopen until 2028. 
Only the existing dementia unit remains.

For those anxious to keep in touch, Tim’s new address is: 
Barlavington Manor, Burton Park Road, Petworth GU28 0JS.

Who do you think you are kidding Mr Hitler....?



QUALITY LOCAL INTERIOR & EXTERIOR DECORATOR
=Over 30 years’ experience

=Fully insured
=References available

=No VAT

 For a professional service, contact: 
Jonathan Capelin

(West Chiltington)
01798 817402

High Day and Holiday Local Accommodation 
for Visiting Friends and Family

Contact Susan to discuss your requirements

Your perfect countryside escape

A luxury modern retreat 
nestled in the South Downs 

National Park

southdownsstay.co.uk    Email: info@southdownsstay.co.uk

The Wildbrooks Magazine

 
 

Marion Scotcher DipCFHP, MPSPract(FHP) 
 

FOOT  HEALTH  PRACTITIONER 
 

Tel: 01798 875588   Mobile: 07967 973784  
 

1 Bridge Cottages, Greatham 
Pulborough, West Sussex  RH20 2ES 

 

Home Visits by Appointment  
 

Treatment in the comfort of your own home for: 
 

 corns    callus    fungal treatments  
 toenail cutting service  pedicures  
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Goodwoof: a special 
day out for dogs and 
their owners
Dog lovers will be converging on the 
Goodwood Estate during the weekend of 
May 17-18 for Goodwoof, the annual cel-
ebration of all things dog.

Set against the spectacular backdrop of 
The Kennels, Goodwood members’ club-
house, the event is set to offer something 
for everyone – whether they’re on two 
legs, or four. 

From canine tales read by well-known authors and celebrities 
in Literary Corner, to dog disco with Ministry of Hound and 
brilliant architecturally designed kennels in the Barkitecture 
competition, every moment at Goodwoof is an incredible cel-
ebration of dogs. 

Visitors can enjoy wellness workshops including dog yoga and 
reiki, talks from behavioral and veterinary experts, world class 
competitions from top canine athletes and plenty of ‘have-a-
go activities’ all of which are included in the entry price. They 
can meander down the quiet Woodland Walk, stopping off to 
see the tarot reader or tattoo artist along the way, have a dip 
in the refreshing Fido’s Lido, sip a glass of Taittinger cham-
pagne or pre-book a Fortnum & Mason hamper to enjoy in 
the sunshine. 

There are plenty of other catering outlets and shaded places 
to picnic too as well as an off-lead paddock where dogs can 
let off steam. The Fastest Dog competition is always a popular 
spot as dogs speed along the 50m track against the clock.

Each year, Goodwoof celebrates a particular breed and, this 
year, they looking forward to welcoming dachshunds of all 
shapes, sizes, and colours to take part in the parade which 
opens the event each morning. Dogs and their families will 
lead the way from Goodwood House, on to the event site after 
pausing for a photograph with the Duke of Richmond and his 
own dachshund, Winston. 

Tickets can be purchased at the Early Bird price (available un-
til May 5)of £30 for adults, £15 for young people aged 13-21, 
children aged 12 and under and dogs go free.  To buy tickets, 
or for more information, visit goodwood.com/goodwoof  The 
event opens at 9.30am both days.

A timely film…
Just a couple of weeks following the death of Pope Francis, 
this month’s Storrington film night choice is Conclave, starring 
Ralph Fiennes and Stanley Tucci. It is based on a book written 
in 2016 by novelist Robert Harris

When Cardinal Lawrence is tasked with leading one of the 

world’s most secretive and ancient events, 
selecting a new Pope, he finds himself at the 
centre of a web of conspiracies and intrigue 
that could shake the very foundation of the 
Catholic Church.  

The last film of the current season, organised 
by the Rotary Club of Storrington and Pulbor-
ough District, it is being shown in Sullington 
Hall, Thakeham Road. Tickets are £5 and are 
available in advance from The Card Shop, 
Storrington, and at the door on the night. As 
usual there is a bar and raffle during the in-
terval. 

Anyone requiring transport should contact John Ollerton on 
(07523) 322554.

The next season starts on September 10. 

Fittleworth Garden Trail
This year’s Fittleworth Garden Trail is being staged during the 
Bank Holiday weekend of May 4-5.  There will be a total of 
13 gardens on display, plus the Wynkcoombe Arboretum with 
over 800 trees and shrubs to be explored.

Tickets are priced £7.50 and are valid for entry to all gardens 
over both days, from 2pm-6pm. Children under 16 are free. 

Attractions include a plant stall, and miscellanea and other lo-
cal crafts in the Village Hall, where tickets will be on sale on 
the day. Sandwiches, cakes, teas and ice-creams will also be 
available. 

The Arts Society    				  
Talks to broaden the mind
Artists, male and female, are the subjects of this month’s talks 
for the two local branches of the Arts Society in Fittleworth 
Village Hall.

Paul Cézanne, described as the Painters’ Painter, was one of 
the most influential and considered to be the father of modern 
art. The talk, by Ian Swankie for members of the West Sus-
sex group at 2pm on Tuesday, May 6, will look at his life, his 
remarkable still life paintings and depictions of Provence.  

On the following morning, May 7, at 10.45, Lois Oliver will 
be discussing Elisabeth-Louise Vigée Le Brun (1755-1842), 
who was one of the most celebrated artists her time and was 
Queen Marie-Antoinette’s favourite portraitist.

On June 3, the subject of the West Sussex group’s talk will be 
the Australian Impressionists – a new art for a new country. 
On June 4, Deborah Devonshire, the youngest of the Mitford 
sisters and wife of the 11th Duke of Devonshire, will be the 
subject of the talk for the South Downs members.



Riverside
South Downs

NEW! Takeaway breakfasts from 7am-10am 

      Two terraced gardens, restaurant, 		
	 bike & e-bike hire, boat hire, 		

 venue and lodge hire (April-October)

Now open 10am-4pm seven days a week
01798 831 066

info@riversidesouthdowns.com
Houghton Bridge, Amberley, BN18 9LP

 

Southdowns Firewood
SEASONED HARDWOOD LOGS

CUT TO SIZE

 Free local delivery 

TEL: 07793 500129
www.southdownsfirewood.co.uk

 FREE BAG 
OF KINDLING
 WITH EVERY 
 2m3 LOAD

TURNER’S
GARAGE

01798 831 417

Your local garage since 
1920

REPAIRS – SERVICING – MOTs

TYRES – EXHAUSTS – BRAKES 
BATTERIES – PARTS

     Bury Common
    Pulborough
    West Sussex
    RH20 1NP

 E-mail: workshop@turnersgarage.org.uk

PHILIP JONES
Registered Heating Engineer 

& Plumber

Heating Installations

Powerflushing Specialist

Bathrooms and General Plumbing

Mob: 07778 303 592

Tel: 01903 872811
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Masterclasses and exhibitions
On May 1, the first of a series of cookery masterclasses 
is planned in the Old Kitchen at Parham House. Chef and 
food writer Valentina Harris is joining forces with Bake-Off 
finalist Miranda Gore Browne to stage cookery demonstra-
tions, hands-on classes, and tasting sessions with local 
food and wine producers. The series will continue on a 
monthly basis throughout the season until October. The 
second session, on June 6, will be how to make the perfect 
afternoon tea. 

From May 4 until May 11, floral artist Deborah Crago will 
be staging a solo exhibition of her pressed flower and em-
broidery work. 

Later in the month, on May 21, members of the Associa-
tion of Sussex Artists will gather for 12 days to exhibit their 
creations and provide a unique opportunity for art enthu-
siasts to witness first-hand the diverse talents within the 
local artistic community. Both events will be open from 12 
noon until 5pm for the duration. 

Game on
Amberley Cricket Club’s first game of the season will be 
an away match againt Nuthurst on Sunday, May 25. The 
first home game is currently scheduled for Sunday, June 
22, against Lavant. The full fixture list appears on page 30.

          Work continues on the extensive repairs to the      	    
rear wall of Amberley Castle

Canine assistants
Dogs trained for domestic tasks is the subject of this 
month’s talk at Storrington Museum on Tuesday, May 6.

The speaker is Bonnnie Tse, from Canine Partners, which 
transform lives by partnering disabled people with amaz-
ing assistance dogs. The talk is at 7.30pm and the charge 
is £8 for non-members of the museum, which is based in 
the Old School, School Lane (£6 for members).

The Bridge Inn 
Houghton Bridge 

Real Ales, Real Food, Real Pub 
 
 
 
 

Tash and Dave Welcome you back to The Bridge Inn 
 

 Opening Hours 
Wednesday to Saturday all day from 12pm 

Sunday 12-5 
 

Live Music every month – see our website for details 
 
 

Please see our website for latest information www.bridgeinnamberley.com 
Or call on 01798 831619 e-mail bridgeamberley@btinternet.com 

 
Home cooked food and excellent ales served in a warm and friendly 

atmosphere! 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

P
ic

tu
re

: M
ik

e 
B

ec
k



www.parhaminsussex.co.uk

H O U S E  &  G A R D E N S

TRIPADVISOR & GOOGLE

• Historic Elizabethan Home
• Four-Acre Walled Garden
• The Greenhouse
• Joanna’s Boutique Tearoom
• Garden Shop and Gift Shop
• Free Parking

Events 2025
A Cookery Masterclass - 1st May

Flower Press & Embroidery Exbo - 4th - 11th May

ASA Exhibition - 21st May - 8th June

Sussex Day 2025 - 15th June

HSBA Exhibition - 18th June - 8th July

The Plant Fairs Roadshow - 6th July

Sussex Steam Rally - 12th / 13th July

Jaguar Day - 3rd Aug

Afternoon Tea Week - 13th - 17th Aug

Parham House & Gardens
Pulborough, West Sussex
RH20 4HR      01903 742021
w3w/// this.songbird.contain

Local Products, Crafts & Art

Sussex  D a y 

Sun 15th June | 12pm - 5pm

Over 30 Stalls of Sussex Products & Producers
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Amberley Goes Wild Calendar 2026
March Submissions 

Thanks to all those Amberley residents who have submitted their beautiful Sussex wildlife images, 
during April 2025, for entry into the calendar selection for 2026. Please participate and send your 

images to wildsideuk1@gmail.com: subject AGW2026



 

DORSET HOUSE SCHOOL 
Independent prep school in the heart of the  

South Downs National Park 
For children from Reception to Year 8 (4—13)  

Morning minibus from Storrington and Amberley 
After School Club and Optional Flexi-Boarding 

 
To discover more… 
Please visit our website (www.dorsethouseschool.com)  
or contact our Admissions Registrar, Sarah O’Brien 
(sobrien@dorsethouseschool.com or 01798 831456 )  
to book a tour or to attend one of our Open Mornings which are held 
in March and October each year.   

The Manor - Bury - Pulborough - West Sussex - RH20 1PB 
 

“...this is a school that really does 
empower”  
Tatler Schools Guide 2022 
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Amberley Parish Council	

What your		
councillors		
discussed
Highlights of the meeting held on March 13, 2025, in 
St Michael’s Church Hall

Present: Jason Charman (chairman), Elisabeth Tooms, Hazel 
Allinson, Graham Smith, Tim Simpson, Fraser Wheeler, Ian 
Corcoran and Leigh Cresswell.  Also in attendance: Steve Trott 
(parish clerk), Horsham District councillor Len Ellis Brown and 
19 members of the public (and one likeable dark grey dog).

The issue of the South Downs National Park’s consultation 
for its revised Local Plan was 
the main topic for discussion. 
The parish council’s proposed 
response, based on a survey 
among residents, was unani-
mously approved.

Asked by a member of the 
public if a limited planning 
proposal was proposed by 
SDNPA for extra housing, 
would APC be open to discus-
sion, it was confirmed that the 
preferred option was develop-
ment of only the bottom field 
(adjacent to the B2139).

Horsham District councillor 
Len Ellis Brown suggested li-
aising with HDC to purchase 
the fields, and said a compromise might be a smaller number 
of houses on the bottom field only.

Questioned why other village bodies, such as the Amberley 
Society and Showstoppers, were not being represented in the 
APC response, it was confirmed that these groups had made 
their individual submissions and their members’ views would 
have been included as residents in the APC survey. 

Asked why APC had not carried out its own study of the chalk 
stream, which had been identified by a resident, the clerk reas-
sured the meeting that the reference had been included in the 
APC response and that the classification of the stream would 
no doubt be tested by SDNPA.

The clerk reported that Nyetimber had purchased a large area 
of land on the south side of Amberley Rise and erected a two 
metre-high chain-link fence along the South Downs Way, spoil-
ing the views to the south and was deemed to be unsightly. 
Having investigated there was little the parish council could do, 
although the clerk was to arrange a meeting between APC, the 
South Downs National Park ranger responsible for the area, 

and the estate manager for Nyetimber to discuss the matter.

An unclaimed lady’s bicycle that had been found in the car park 
in January was to be offered for sale in exchange for a small 
donation (perhaps £25) to the Church Hall renovation fund.

The clerk was preparing a submission to the SDNPA for a 
grant for works to the village pond as discussed at the council’s 
meeting in January. Meanwhile, two coppiced willows adjacent 
to the village pond had been removed along with a fallen tree.

The clerk was also preparing a submission to HDC for a bus  
shelter on Rackham Road, opposite The Sportsman, for chil-
dren waiting for the school bus, and for residents using the 
village bus.

Permission for the partial closure of the B2139 was awaited 
from WSCC to allow for hedge 
cutting alongside Corner Cot-
tage, staff accommodation 
owned by Amberley Castle, 
to improve visibility for traffic 
emerging from School Road.  

Following the theft of the Vil-
lage Bus from the village car 
park, a replacement vehicle 
had been purchased but 
lacked wheelchair access. 
Alternative parking arrange-
ments were being investi-
gated but there was now 
improved security at the car 
park. There was now a steady 
stream of passengers. 

An agreed donation of £300 
to the Millennium Green Trustees for public liability insurance 
was capped, despite a revised invoice of £352.

The retrospective planning application applied for by the Black 
Horse regarding the use of an integral garage as accommoda-
tion (currently in use as such) had been withdrawn and a new 
application was expected to be submitted.

There appeared to have been some progress on the surface 
water and drainage compliance issues at Swan Meadows, the 
developer (Antler Homes) having fitted a non-return valve to 
one pipe by the new bridge to the Millennium Green. Resi-
dents felt that things were moving in the right direction, albeit 
slowly.

Councillors agreed to a request by Fraser Wheeler that Ham 
Piece (a parcel of land on the Wildbrooks owned by the parish 
council) be registered with the conservation group Weald to 
Waves, the RSPB and Sussex Wildlife Trust.

Date of the next meeting: Tuesday, May 8, at 7.30pm in        
St Michael’s Church Hall

The three former East Street Farm fields, owned by Horsham 
District Council, could be earmarked for between 25 and 45 

new homes



Call Karen on 01903 741251
Mob:07974510292

www. dressingyourrooms.co.uk

Personal and bespoke design service 
in the comfort of your own home

Handmade curtains, blinds, cushions, 
bedspreads etc

Wide range of fabrics, trimmings,
poles tracks 

Full installation service available

Free initial consultation

BESPOKE WINDOW TREATMENTS & SOFT FURNISHINGS

The George & Dragon, Houghton 
TEL: 01798 831559 

Email: info@thegeorgeanddragonhoughton.co.uk 
www.thegeorgeanddragonhoughton.co.uk 

EMILY BRONTË

Thursday Nights! Enjoy a delicious Pie with a *Pint/125ml *House Wine!! 

 
FOR ALL INFO DO CHECK OUR WEBSITE, FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM 
OR JUST GIVE US A CALL – WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU! 



The Gables
Tillington

GU28 9AB
Tel: 01798 342174

95 Lower Street
Pulborough
RH20 2BP

Tel: 01798 872000

Email: wbryderandsons@hotmail.co.uk

5TH GENERATION LOCAL FAMILY RUN 
INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS

24 Hours Service
Private Chapel of Rest

Monumental Stones supplied
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans available

Grave Maintenance service

AMBERLEY OIL 
SYNDICATE

Syndicate members can claim their FREE oil 
voucher, worth £75, which can be deducted 
from their next boiler service or emergency 

call-out.

Vouchers are available from:

Chris Hough on 07803 766841 or e-mail 
chris@michaelmas.org.uk

 For enquiries about prices, contact:

Jill Couling on (01798) 831 845 or e-mail    
amberleyenergysyndicate@gmail.com

Superstore prices with great local service

Personal service and advice for all your domestic 
appliance needs

Plus recycling of your old equipment, if needed 

We deliver, we install, we care

Monday-Friday			    64 Lower Street

8.30am-5.30pm		               Pulborough

Saturday	  	                RH20 2BW

9.00am-1.00pm	                    www.willmers.com	  

01798 

872866

View the full range of appliances in store

Many more brands available 
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White Stork Festival			 
A local celebration 	
of success		
The white stork is an iconic symbol 
of nature revival with the potential to 
help engineer positive change on our 
local Wildbrooks, and the wider Arun 
catchment area. Greener Amberley 
is closely involved with others in try-
ing to facilitate such change and to 
mark this, an idea was born to launch 
the White Stork and Nature Revival 
Festival, which takes place on the 
May Bank Holiday Monday (May 5) 
in and around the Chanctonbury Lei-
sure Centre.   

It is the first community event of its type to celebrate the 
successful reintroduction of the white stork locally and to 
mark its return from its extraordinary migratory journey 
across Europe and Africa.  

The obvious location in the area for the festival is Stor-
rington, which has close historical ties to the white stork 
(as reflected in the village sign!). The name Storrington is 
derived from its old English name, Estorchetone, meaning 
the home of storks, and referred to in The Doomsday Book. 
Storrington, together with Knepp Wildland, is honoured 

to be the only UK village to 
join the European Stork Vil-
lages Network https://www.
storkvillages.net, so there 
is an important international 
dimension to this, too.

A catalytic partnership is in 
train between Storrington 
& Sullington Parish Council 
and the White Stork Proj-

ect (managed by the Knepp Wildland 
Foundation charity), to make this festi-
val happen. They are keen to unite lo-
cal communities behind it, and Greener 
Amberley wants to help.

It is a family-friendly event with local 
artists, mellow music, and refresh-
ments all day, and, furthermore, it’s 
free. There will be interactive stalls, 
and opportunities to engage in talks 
and conversation. Greener Amberley 
will have a stall, so come and visit us.  

The event kicks-off at 10.30am with the 
festival naming ceremony, and runs 
through the day until 4.30pm. Parking 
will be available at the Hormare field, 

accessible from the A283 into Hurston Lane). 		     	
	  			                  Fraser Wheeler 
= See V. Twin’s cartoon on page 38

Amberley Revival 2025
Around 50 cars are entered for the 5th annual Amberley 
Revival which takes place on Saturday, May 24. This year 
the starting point will be Amberley Castle and entrants 
will be passing through the village (School Road/East 
Street/Rackham Road) 
shortly after 9am until 
around 9.45am, return-
ing to The Sportsman 
at lunchtime, where 
the cars will be on dis-
play. Local participants 
include Ian Corcoran 
(Mercedes), Geoff Da-
vis (Bentley), Sarah Fish (Mazda MX-5), John Fryett (Re-
nault Alpine GTA), Simon Hoy (Mazda MX-5), Neil Moore 
(Rover P5), Sam Morris-Warburton (Maserati), Tesh Patel 
(Porsche), and Chris Shanahan (Caterham).

A splash of colour 
A magnificent display of orchids 
on the kitchen window sill of   Ja-
net Bates’ home at Crossgates. 
These exotic plants have sur-
vived many years so what is the 
secret of her succuss? Janet, 
who has just turned 91, says 
she doesn’t overfuss them, wa-
ters them sparingly and runs 
her fingers across the foliage 
from time to time to remove any 
dust. It certainly seems to work   
as they continue to flourish, 
year in, year out.  
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South Downs National Park Dark Skies

Protecting the night sky 
The South Downs National Park, stretching across 
West Sussex, East Sussex and Hampshire, is among 
the most visited and cherished natural areas in the 
UK. Although it is known for its rolling chalk hills, 
ancient woodlands and dramatic coastline, it’s also 
home to something less tangible, but equally valu-
able: dark skies. 

In a world increasingly saturated with artificial light, the 
South Downs National Park Authority (SDNPA) has 
made the preservation of natural darkness a formal 
priority through its Dark Skies policy. 

What is the Dark Skies Policy? 

The South Downs National Park became an International Dark 
Sky Reserve (IDSR) in May 2016, joining a global network 
of places recognised by Dark Sky International, a US based 
non-profit organisation, for their efforts to reduce light pollution 
and promote astronomy. The designation was not symbolic. It 
was backed by a clear, structured policy that guides planning 
decisions, development design and community engagement. 
The Dark Skies Policy is part of the National Park’s 2019 Local 
Plan (specifically Policy SD8) which focuses 
on ‘Relative Tranquility and Dark Night Skies.’ 
It sets out how development proposals must 
demonstrate that they will conserve and en-
hance the quality of dark night skies. In practi-
cal terms that means strict controls on external 
lighting, including the type, direction, bright-
ness and duration of artificial light sources. 

Why Does it Matter? 

Light pollution is often overlooked compared to 
other environmental issues, but it has broad consequences. 
Artificial light at night disrupts ecosystems, particularly affect-
ing nocturnal animals and pollinators. It interferes with the nat-
ural behaviours of bats, owls and insects, many of which are 
protected or declining in the UK. Human health can also be 
affected as light pollution can disrupt sleep patterns and circa-
dian rhythms. Then there is the cultural and scientific value of 
the night sky itself. For centuries, humans have looked to the 

stars for navigation, storytelling and science. Yet today, many 
people in urban areas have never seen the Milky Way. The 
South Downs offers one of the few accessible areas in south-
east England where people can experience a truly dark sky. 
The National Park Authority recognises this as a public good 
worth defending. 

Implementation, Planning and Design 

The policy influences a wide range of planning decisions. De-
velopers must submit lighting assessments for 
any proposals that could impact the dark sky. 
These assessments need to demonstrate that: 

= Lighting is only used where necessary 

= Lights are downward directed and fully 	    	
     shielded 

= The brightness is as low as possible for 		
                               the task 

= Lights are on timers or motion sensors to reduce usage 

For developments within or near the park’s ‘core dark sky 
zones’ the scrutiny is even tighter. These zones were mapped 
during the application for Dark Sky Reserve status using sat-
ellite data and ground-based measurements. They represent 
the darkest parts of the park and are critical to maintaining the 
quality of the night environment. To support compliance, the 
SDNPA has produced a comprehensive guidance document*, 
which local authorities use as a benchmark when evaluating 
planning applications. 

Working With Communities 

The Dark Skies policy isn’t just about controlling developments. 
It’s also about encouraging people to think about light. The  
SDNPA runs public outreach programmes, including events 
during the annual Dark Skies Festival held every February. 
These events, ranging from astrophotography workshops to 
night-time wildlife walks, help residents and visitors connect 
with the night sky and understand why its protection matters. 
The park authority works directly with parishes and villages to 
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assess and improve local lighting. This can include retrofitting  
street lights with lower-impact bulbs, encouraging households 
to use proper fittings and sharing educational materials. It’s an 
approach to conservation that relies on participation, not just 
enforcement. 

Challenges 

Despite its successes, 
the policy faces chal-
lenges from external 
development pressure. 
While the policy applies 
within the park boundar-
ies, surrounding urban 
areas and road networks 
contribute a significant 
share of the light pollu-
tion. The cumulative glow 
from Brighton, Ports-
mouth and even London, 
affects the park’s skies. 
The SDNP advocates 
for better lighting policies in neighbouring planning authorities, 
but its influence only goes so far. National level planning guid-
ance in England has historically given limited attention to light 
pollution, although that is starting to change. Another challenge 
is compliance and enforcement. While lighting conditions can 
be attached to planning approvals, once developments are 

complete, enforcement becomes more difficult. Not all light-
ing breaches are reported and local councils lack resources to 
follow up. This makes proactive education and design at the 
planning stage all the more important. 

What can we do? 

To help preserve our dark 
skies we can close our 
curtains, blinds or shutters 
when we switch our lights 
on in the evening, replace 
dusk to dawn outdoor 
lights with motion activat-
ed ones and only use our 
garden lights when we are 
actively enjoying an eve-
ning outdoors. The Dark 
Skies policy is a special 
part of our national park’s 
character. Let’s hope that 
other national parks will 
follow suit to preserve ecol-

ogy, well-being and a sense of wonder in a densely populated 
modern world.                                      Catherine Cunningham

*Technical Advice Note 1: Dark Night Skies, which includes 
diagrams, lighting types to avoid and best practices for lighting 
design

FOOD - MONDAY-SATURDAY 12-2PM AND 6-8PM  |  SUNDAY 12-3.30PM

Get in touch & book online:
www.thesportsmansussex.co.uk

www.facebook.com/thesportsmansussexwww.thesportsmansussex.co.uk

Support the campaign to Save Our Sportsman and create a vibrant community pub

T H E  S P O R T S M A N ,  A M B E R L E Y

Breathtaking views of the Amberley Wildbrooks
Five comfortable B&B en-suite rooms
Open seven days a week 10am-10pm
Rotating selection of local cask and keg ales
Coffee, tea and wifi

EVERY WEEK
Tuesday 10-11.30am Infants to Seniors
Wednesday from 7pm Village Chat Night (all welcome)
Friday 2-3.30pm Knit and Natter (all crafters welcome)

EVERY MONTH
2nd Monday 7.30pm Quiz NIght (booking essential)
2nd Saturday from 10am Classic Car Meet
Last Thursday from 7pm Open Mic Night
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Petworth Moon by Giles Embleton-Smith
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Historic Amberley 
painting  returns               
to the village
The painting on the right is by Amber-
ley artist Gertrude Leese 1870-1963. 
The note on the righthand side says, ‘2 
p.m. This is the procession of the men’s 
cricket team through the village, Talbot 
playing a pink whistle. He was the Um-
pire.’  

The verso of the picture has a note by 
Quentin Stevenson. ‘This is one of three 
sketches that celebrate the end of the 
war (1918) in Amberley.’ It shows ‘The 
wall of Gean Cottage garden, Amberley. Catherine Giles, 
leaning over it, in yellow and Hilda Leese next to her.’

Amberley processions, like the present ones at Christ-
mas and Easter, have long been celebrated in the village. 
The Amberley Society archive contains several old photo-
graphs of the joyous, fancy-dress processions of the Am-
berley Revels summer fetes.

Gertrude Leese was a prominent British illustrator and wa-
tercolour painter and an unofficial war artist during the First 
World War. Her sketches, many of which are in the Imper-

ial War Museum, revealed the day-to-day realities of life 
on the Allied military base at Etaples, France. It was at the 
fishing port of Etaples that she studied, along with her sec-
ond cousin Catherine Giles and friend Jessica Dismorr, un-
der the American painter Max Bohm. She was well known 
as a book illustrator for books by George Sands and also 
Daniel Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe in 1909. 

Gean Cottage, named after the wild sweet cherry, was the 
west half of what is now Pine Cottage in East Street. An-
other contemporary at the Bohm art school was Lily Bris-
tow who had bought Pine and Gean cottages as a holiday 
home and retreat. Catherine Giles later bought Gean Cot-
tage. She was Quentin Stevenson’s mother’s godmother. 
Gertrude lived in Alfriston but spent considerable time stay-
ing and painting in Amberley with her cousin and friends. 

This painting was previously part of actor Quentin Steven-
son’s art collection when he later owned Pine and Gean 
Cottages. I recently bought it at an auction in Cambridge 
and have added it to other works by the artist in my collec-
tion. These include a Robinson Crusoe watercolour illus-
tration and a sketch of artist Edward Stott going to work in 
Amberley.                                                Grahame Joseph

A sketch of artist Edward Stott going to work in Amberley

An illustration for Daniel Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe



23

MAY 2025

Gardens open during May 
under the NGS (National Gar-
den Scheme), all within about 
30- to 45-minute driving dis-
tance. For further details, re-
fer to the NGS Yellow Book or 
visit www.ngs.org.uk

 

 May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29         The Old Vicarage, The Street,         	
  (10am-4pm)                             Washington, RH20 4AS

 May 3, 13, 17, 27  	   Peelers Retreat, 70 Ford Road,  	
  (2pm-5pm)	                                 Arundel, BN18 9EX

 May 7, 14                 Fittleworth House, Bedham Lane, 	   	
 (2pm-5pm)  		                 Fittleworth, RH20 1JH

 May 4, 5                   Terwick House, Rogate, GU31 5BY 	
 (2pm-5pm)			    

 May 10                     Cookscroft, Bookers Lane, Earnley  	
 (11am-4pm)  			    Chichester, PO20 7JG

 May 11                        Champs Hill, Waltham Park Road, 	
 (11am-5pm)	               Coldwaltham RH20 1LY

 May 11                Hammerwood House, Iping, Midhurst, 		
 (1pm-5pm) 				           GU29 0PF

 May 13                           Bignor Park, Bignor RH20 1HG 	
 (2pm-5pm)

 

May 16, 17            The Cottage, Potts Lane, Pulborough   	
 (6pm-8pm, Friday/11am-5pm Saturday)         RH20 2BT	 

 May 17                          Olivers, Potts Lane, Pulborough 	
 (11am-5pm)  			                        RH20 2AH	 

 May 17, 18   Pigeon Mead House, Earnley Manor Close,   	
 (11am-4pm)                    Earnley, Chichester PO20 7JQ 	               

 May 24, 25                54 Elmleigh, Midhurst, GU29 9HA	   	
  (11am-5pm) 

 May 25                   Foxglove Cottage, 29 Orchard Road,  	
 (11am-5pm) 	  	                   Horsham  RH13 5NF	        

 May 25, 26                    Bumble Farm, Drungewick Lane,  	
 (2pm-5pm) 	  	                   Loxwood, RH14 0RS	

 May 25, 26                           9 Puttock Way, Billingshurst 
(11am-4pm)* 	  	                                    RH14 9ZJ	

 May 31                    The Old Rectory,  97 Barnham 
Road, (10am-4pm) 	  	                  Barnham, 
PO22 0EQ

May 31                     The Shrubbery, 140 Barnham Road, 
(10am-4pm) 	  	                  Barnham, PO22 0EH

May 31                      Swallow Lodge, St Leonard’s Park, 
(11 noon-5pm) 	  	                  Horsham, RH13 6EG

*Pre booking essential	      

The Square, Amberley 
Tel: 07384 294003

 Open daily except   
Wednesdays 

www.amberleyvillagetearoom.co.uk

E-mail: laura.jackie.tearoom@gmail.com

 

 

Architecture & Building Surveying 
Planning & Listed building applications 

Reinstatement cost assessments 
Party wall surveyors 

 

Rural  Urban  Coastal  Historic  Contemporary 
 

Contact Kevin or Phil on 01243 774764 
email enquiries@sloaneandbrown.co.uk 

www.sloaneandbrown.co.uk 
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Know your Sussex
More facts about the county in which we live

Windmill of your mind...	
Shipley Windmill, better known to-
day as the fictional home of the hero 
of the BBC Television series Jona-
than Creek, was owned by the 
writer, poet, politician and histo-
rian Hilaire Belloc from 1905 until 
his death in 1953. He and his wife, 
Elodie, lived in the adjacent house, 
Kings Land.  During his lifetime, 
Belloc wrote nearly 150 books, 
ranging from historical biographies 
to The Bad Child’s Book of Beasts 
and Cautionary Tales for Children.

Escape route					   
The Monarch’s Way is one of the longest of all English 
long-distance footpaths, following the route taken by 
Charles II as he fled to France after his army’s defeat at 
the Battle of Worcester in 1651 in the English Civil War.  
Part of the 615-mile path is between Arundel and Stor-
rington, above Amberley, before reaching Shoreham, 
where he was smuggled across the Channel in a coal ship.

A special graveyard				  
In St Andrew’s Church, Tangmere, the graves of Com-
monwealth and Luftwaffe airmen killed in the 1939-45 war 
– many in the Battle of Britain – lie alongside each other in 
an area of the churchyard maintained by the War Graves 
Commission. All were airman – including 13 Germans – 
most of whom were killed during the Battle of Britain. 

Body Shop founder  				  
A former owner of Houghton House was the successful 
businesswoman who founded the Body Shop, human rights 
activist and environ-
mental campaigner, 
Anita Roddick, who 
died in 2007, having 
moved from Houghton 
to Slindon. She donat-
ed her entire £51 mil-
lion fortune to charity. 
Born in Littlehampton, 
the daughter of an Ital-
ian immigrant couple, 
she opened the first 
Body Shop in Brighton in 1976, growing into a multi-location 
business with over 2,200 stores in 55 different markets. It 
was purchased by L’Oreal in 2006. Anita always claimed 
she didn’t have clue how she got there!

161 not out...   					   
One of the most colourful local events takes place annu-
ally at Ebernoe, a hamlet about five miles north of Pet-
worth. On St James’s Day, July 25, Ebernoe cricket team 

plays a match against a visiting team on the village green. 
Throughout the morning a sheep from the Leconfield Es-
tate is roasting and is served to the cricketers for lunch. 
At the end of the match the horns are presented to the 
highest scoring batsman by Lord Egremont, of Petworth 
House, and the Horn Fair Song is sung. When the match is 
over the rest of the day is devoted to traditional attractions: 
a fair, children’s races, lamb roast, beer tent, various stalls 
and entertainment provided by Petworth Town Band. The 
centuries old fair – no one knows when it actually started 
– was revived in 1864. It’s a lovely country event in a glori-
ous setting. Ebernoe is about five miles north of Petworth 
on a well signposted turning off the A283.

Funeral train 					   
Following her death on January 22, 1901, at Osborne 
House on the Isle of Wight, Queen Victoria’s body was 
transported by train to London, passing through Amberley 
Station. The Queen, whose reign lasted some 63 years 
and seven months from her accession to the throne aged 
18 in 1837, ruled an empire of 400 million people, covering 
almost a fifth of the globe in terms of area.

Record breakers 					   
Among the exhibits at the Tangmere Military Aviation Mu-
seum is the Hawker Hunter in which Squadron Leader 
Neville Duke broke the world air speed record on Sep-
tember 7, 1953, flying along the coast from Bognor to 
Littlehampton at a speed of 727.63mph. Duke was not the 
first to break air speed record flying from RAF Tangmere. 
Seven years earlier to the day, Group Captain Teddy Don-
aldson’s Gloster Meteor set a record of 615.78mph off the 
coast at Rustington.

An unusual hors d’oeuvre			 
The dining table at the National Trust’s Uppark at South 
Harting is where Nelson’s future lover, the beautiful Emma 
Hamilton, is reputedly to have once danced naked by way 
of an hors d’oeuvre during her tenure as Sir Harry Fether-
stonhaugh’s feisty mistress.

Bignor Park has been with the Bigham family since 1926, when it was bought by Charles Bigham, second Viscount Mersey 
(the first Viscount Mersey was the judge at the inquiries into the sinking of RMS Titanic and RMS Lusitania). The present 
Regency-style house was built in 1826-9 by the Cornish tin miner John Hawkins, who also took an active part in the excavation 
of the historical landmark, Bignor Roman Villa, half-a-mile away. The second Viscount was an author, traveller and collector. 
His son Edward, third Viscount Mersey, moved to Bignor with his family in 1959 and his wife Katherine, Baroness Nairne, 
renovated the house and garden.

The great storm of 1987 blew down 40 trees in the shrubbery, leaving it exposed and bare. In 1992 Richard, fourth Viscount 
Mersey, built a temple there to commemorate his mother Kitty’s 80th birthday. Richard and his wife Joanna moved into the 
house the same year, and Joanna redesigned certain aspects of the garden, including the creation of the Zen Pond.

If you go down in the woods today…

If you go down in the woods today, 

you’re sure of a big surprise. 

If you go down in the woods today, 

you’d better go in disguise; For every bear that ever there was 

will gather there for certain because. 

Today’s the day the Teddy Bears have their picnic

Well, it was no picnic but there would certainly have been a surprise in Houghton Forest had the Germans invaded in 1940. For 
hidden away was an underground bunker, built by the army, for what were known as Auxilliary Units – locally trained resistance 
fighters who would have been mobilised had the enemy arrived on our shores.   

As the threat increased, the War Cabinet approved the creation of these Auxiliary Units, which would serve as an anti-invasion 
force, trained by the military to use guerrilla tactics against enemy forces. Each unit of eight or so men had its own operational 
base, often constructed with the help of the Royal Engineers.

Across Sussex there were 23 clandestine Auxilliary Units – or patrols – that manned them. The hideout in Houghton Forest 
was for the Arundel-based team, led by Frank Penfold. These groups were handpicked and made up of people with special-
ised knowledge of the area, such as farmers and gamekeepers.  Their life expectancy was not expected to be more than a 
couple of weeks had an invasion taken place. 

The bases weren’t meant to last, either. After the war, they were supposed to be destroyed, but many were not. For decades, 
they remained hidden in the woods: the men meant to use them were bound by the Official Secrets Act. The one in Houghton 
Forest came to light about three years ago but is still well hidden and difficult to locate.  

They had a somewhat standardised form: after digging a giant hole, engineers would lay a concrete floor and roof it with a 
half-cylinder of corrugated iron.

The bunkers were usually about 12ft-15 feet in length and tall enough to stand up in. At one end there would be an entrance 
shaft, lined with brick or corrugated steel, and at the other end an escape tunnel, often a tube made of concrete, running 20f-
30ft away from the base.

These small quarters were furnished with wooden bunk-beds, basic cooking equipment, and chemical toilets. They were 
reasonably well ventilated and stocked with rations, including rum: one secret document recommended that unit leaders “Be 
scrupulously fair in its distribution, and not over lavish. Best issued on return from Patrol.”
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Greatham Church			 

A beautiful, simple 
and little restored    
example of an early 
masonry church
“Stunning little church”; “What a beautiful 
church”, “Wonderful setting”, “Simply won-
derful”, “Delightful and tranquil”

These are some of the more recent com-
ments to be seen in the Visitors’ Book at Greatham Church. 
One imagines that early visitors at the time of the church’s 
foundation would have been just as appreciative. It was 
founded at the period of the Saxo-Norman overlap. The ex-
act date of construction is not known. However, the best es-
timate from scholars is that the church dates from the late 
1000s or early 1100s. It is built from a miscellany of ma-
terials, mainly ironstone but with a mix of chalk, flint, gravel 
and Roman brick on a base of Pulborough sandstone.  

No precise science went into the construction of this basic rect-
angular building. It is of extremely simple design. It reveals no 
structural distinction between nave and chancel. Of course, 
over the centuries there have been additions and subtractions. 
Lancet windows were inserted in the 13th century. Notably, in 
the 19th century a slate-hung spire was added to the roof and 
the southern porch was added. There was also a vestry. But 
this fell down some 70 years ago revealing the uncoffined re-
mains of soldiers who had perished at the battle of Greatham 
Bridge during the English Civil War. The double decker pulpit 
is an 18th century Gothic revival whilst the crenelated commu-
nion rail is a 16th century addition.  

Overall, Greatham Church remains today as it has been for 
nearly 1,000 years – a beautiful, simple and little restored ex-
ample of an early masonry church. It fully deserves its Grade1 
listing. There are no such modern accretions as lighting, heat-
ing or running water. Lighting is by candles 
and oil lamps. Heating in winter comes from 
two ancient gas stoves.  Attendance here is 
indeed to step back in time.

Greatham Church, unlike the majority of 
churches but like the church at neighbour-
ing Wiggonholt, has no patronal saint. 
Whilst situated next to Greatham Manor, 
it has in fact no formal link to the Manor.  
Access is permitted down the Manor drive 
and across the field, but it is simply the par-
ish church of what was once the parish of 
Greatham. 

The name derives from the Anglo-Saxon 
grit for gravel. It reflects the existence of a 
gravel quarry in the neighbourhood. The 
church is certainly not great in size.  It was 

built as a herdsman’s church 
where shepherds driving their 
flocks to market in London 
would stop to worship. Other 
members of the congrega-
tion came from what had 
once been the small village 
at Greatham, nestling beside 
the Arun, although that village 
itself has long since ceased 
to exist.  A few strung out cot-
tages, a farmhouse and the 
manor are all that remain.

Much of the history of Greatham Church remains undocument-
ed. Unlike the adjacent Greatham Manor, it is not mentioned 
in the Domesday Book although that has little significance for 
a church.  We do know that it was certainly in existence soon 
afterwards. Thus, it is recorded as a gift from the Earl of Arun-
del’s tenant at Greatham Manor to Lewes Priory in 1121. The 
early graves in the churchyard are sufficiently weathered as 
now to be illegible and give no clue to the past. And the interior 
has only two plaques of remembrance. One commemorates 
the Chatfield family some of whose members were buried 
here in the 18th century. The other records the names of the 
three Greatham men who gave their lives in the First World 
War; they are remembered every year on Armistice Day.

It is fair to say that, given the size of the local population, 
Greatham Church was not really sustainable on its own. In-
deed, from as far back as the 16th century it shared a vicar with 
neighbouring Wiggonholt. A curate was located at Greatham 
with the rector at Wiggonholt. Parish records were kept at Wig-
gonholt for all of Wiggonholt-cum-Greatham. Then, in the last 
century Greatham and Wiggonholt joined up with Parham. Fi-
nally, what is now the Wildbrooks Benefice was created with a 
single incumbent living in Amberley and taking services at all 
the outlying churches. We are, of course, part of the Diocese 
of Chichester.

At Greatham there are two services a month: at 9.00am, one 
Holy Communion and the other Mat-
ins, as well as services at the time of 
the major festivals of Christmas and 
Easter. The church provides a wonder-
ful setting for weddings and baptisms, 
and many local residents have been 
laid to rest in the churchyard over the 
centuries. In keeping with the char-
acter and simplicity of the church, the 
Book of Common Prayer and the King 
James’ version of the Bible are always 
followed. There is a small but loyal reg-
ular congregation. And all visitors are 
very welcome indeed.  	  		
                                 Robert Englehart

= John Drinkwater’s poem              
Of Greatham – see page 29
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ukA tale of duplicity                                           
and skulduggery 
The cuckoo is one of the most ea-
gerly anticipated of our migrating 
birds. Its iconic springtime status 
has led to a wealth of folklore and 
common names being adopted for 
other springtime wildlife whose ap-
pearance often coincides with the 
cuckoos arriving and calling. So to 
begin with I’m going to allow the 
cuckoo ‘groupies’ to take centre 
stage.

Let’s begin with the cuckoo flow-
er, a pretty but unobtrusive plant 
found in damp verges with pale 
pink to mauve coloured flowers. It’s 
well known by another name - la-
dy’s smock - but also as milkmaids, 
May flower or fairy flower. In Sussex, indeed for much of 
southern England, the appearance of these flowers is not 
the best predictor of cuckoo arrival – they often start to 
flower in late-March. However, in other counties there’s 
not a bad match between flowering dates and first arrival 
dates. I value this plant particularly as it is the main food 
plant of the lovely orange tip butterfly and you should be 
able to see these patrolling the hedgerows into May. 

Next up is another plant – cuckoopint – which also comes 
with a host of alternative and rather splendid names in-
cluding lords and ladies, parson in his pulpit, and devils 
and angels. Flies are attracted to the rather unpleasant 
smelling plant and are then trapped by the hairs at the 
base of the plant and dusted with pollen before they are 
released to pollinate another flower. Be warned – all parts 
of this plant are toxic to humans.

We could move on to talk about cuckoo spit or cuckoo 
bumblebees but I think it’s time for our star to take the lime-
light. I once read that the female cuckoo was “lazy, flirty 
and reprehensible” owing to her parasitism of other birds’ 
nests, ejecting the eggs of the host species and appar-
ently showing no parental care for her offspring. It seems 
like a pretty damning verdict, but the female cuckoo by no 
means has an easy life.

First, she has to make an epic journey to get here, flying 
all the way from the Congo in central Africa, making her 
way across the Sahara desert, over the Mediterranean, 
and avoiding human and other hunters on the way. Once 
she arrives she must find a mate – perhaps not so tricky if 
he’s calling as his voice carries a fair distance. The female 
cuckoo may lay up to 25 eggs in a season – she uses 
all her energy to produce eggs rather than use it for nest 
building, incubating and rearing the chicks. But it’s not as 
simple as finding a nest and laying one of those 25 eggs in 
it...this is where the hard work really begins.

She must first find a suitable nest, 
and it can’t be just any nest. It must 
be the nest of the same species of 
bird that she was raised by – reed 
warblers, dunnocks and meadow 
pipits are the main species that are 
duped by cuckoos. To help ensure 
that her egg survives to hatching 
stage it must be a perfect mimic of 
the eggs laid by the host species 
and the patterning of the eggs is 
passed from female to female. 

Now she has identified the right 
kind of bird, for example a reed 
warbler, and located their nest 
(which is rather tricky as any bird 
watchers will know) she must time 
things perfectly. If she is seen near 
the nest or laying an egg the reed 
warblers will be uneasy and may 

well abandon the whole nest and start again rather than 
risk their own brood. So the cuckoo has to be sneaky and 
speedy.

She must not lay the first egg in the nest – the female 
reed warbler would wonder where it had appeared from 
and eject it – but she shouldn’t wait for the clutch to be 
completed either. She must only eject one egg from the 
nest and replace it with her own to dupe the potential fos-
ter parents. On hatching the cuckoo chick will eject any 
unhatched eggs and rival chicks from the nest and then 
monopolise its poor harassed ‘parents’ who must provide 
food for their growing chick, who is often significantly larg-
er than they are.

Our female cuckoo will then have to start the process all 
over again with her next egg. So I’d refute the claim that 
she’s lazy. So what about reprehensible? Well, she’s do-
ing her best to ensure that her eggs and hatchlings and, 
indeed, her species survive. And flirty? Perhaps. As she 
does not need the male to help build a nest or raise the 
chicks perhaps she would choose a different father for 
each of her chicks. However, there’s little chance of this as 
cuckoos have suffered huge declines in number over the 
past 20 years.

So, if the sun is shining, get out for a walk and listen out 
for a cuckoo ‘cuckoo-ing’ and see if you can spot some 
of those cuckoo-themed wildflowers, too.   Anna Allum   
Visitor Experience Manager, RSPB Wiggonholt

= Enjoy the dawn chorus on a guided walk at the RSPB, 
Wiggonholt. From 4.30am until 7.30am on Saturday, May 3. 
Price: £31-£36, which includes tea, coffee and a light break-
fast. On the Bank Holiday Monday (May 5), there is a more 
civilised start time of 7.30am, ending at 10am, priced from 
£21.90-£26. For more details, and information on other events 
during May, visit https://events.rspb.org.uk/events/103172

The female cuckoo: once described, unjustly, 
as “lazy, flirty and reprehensible”
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March rainfall
It may come as a surprise af-
ter what appears to have been 
a dull, dreary and damp winter 
that the rainfall in February was 
less than half than during the 
corresponding month in 2024 
– 73.7mm (3in) compared with 
173.5mm (6 ⅞ in).  Despite the reduction in the amount this 
year, there were nevertheless 16 wet or damp days and 12 
dry ones, and a distinct lack of sunshine. 

Figures compiled by Peter Daughtrey

At the Great Exhibition of 1876, the beautiful plumage and 
pelts of this fascinating water bird were exhibited by a firm 
of furriers, Robert Clarke and Sons, as an alternative to 
furs and boas. As a result, these stunning creatures were 
persecuted almost to extinction, their numbers being re-
duced to only 32 recorded breeding pairs by the latter part 
of the 19th century.

The RSPB website now reveals that In 1889, Emily Wil-
liamson created the Society for the Protection of Birds with 
one core aim – to fight a fashion for feathers and exotic 
plumes that were driving birds including little egrets, great 
crested grebes and birds 
of paradise towards extinc-
tion. The ‘all lady’ move-
ment grew in popularity 
and influence. So much so, 
that in 1904 the society was 
awarded a Royal Charter, 
making it the Royal Society 
for the Protection of Birds.

By 2016 the British Trust 
for Ornithology estimated 
over 4,900 breeding pairs 
in the UK – a huge success 
for wildlife recovery. It just goes to show what just one      
individual can achieve.

My own fascination and desire to photograph these amaz-
ing birds has evolved over many years. Intrigued by the 
variety of postures, breeding rituals and behavioral activi-
ties, I have witnessed and photographed their early pair-
ing, bonding, courtship displays and weed presentation 
rituals. These activities may be observed from early De-
cember to March in the following year. Protection of terri-
tory and mates can lead to ferocious battles.

These secretive birds will often nest deep in reed beds 
or under thick canopies of foliage to protect their chicks 
from predators including gulls, herons, magpies, pike and 
foxes. Mating takes place on the nest, which is uncommon 

in most UK water birds. Up to six eggs, but usually four, 
are laid in late April or May and take around 28 days to in-
cubate. Brooding and incubation duties are undertaken by 
both adults who alternate sitting, leaving the nest every 30-
45 minutes to feed. As is the case with many water birds, 
the wet underside of the returning bird helps to create the 
correct humidity and moistens the constantly rotated eggs, 
thus essentially assisting the hatching of chicks.

The young hatch with black and white fluffy plumage 
and remain camouflaged on the parents’ backs for sev-
eral weeks, emerging only to receive food. Parents share 

feeding duties and care of 
chicks, which become in-
dependent at around 8-10 
weeks, but can still be 
seen demanding food from 
their parents. Grebes have 
huge lobed toes which en-
able them to move rapidly 
under water in pursuit of 
fish. Their diet also in-
cludes frogs, newts, small 
crustaceans, and larvae.                         	
               Richard Sharman

Great crested grebes: heroes of wildlife recovery
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Helping to conserve swifts, 
swallows and house martins
Paul Stevens, an acknowledged expert on 
swifts, swallows and house martins, will be 
familiar to many readers having given a talk 
on the subject in Amberley last summer. 
He has worked closely for some time with 
the village project advising on suitable nest 
sites and installing nest boxes and callers.

Swifts and house martins have now been ‘red listed’ in 
the UK due to a 50 per cent decline in their populations in 
the last 30 years. In the southeast of England this is likely 
to be as much as 70 per cent for house martins.

Climate change is causing unusual weather patterns that af-
fect the migration and spring and summer breeding of these 
birds and, in turn, the availability of insects here in the UK and 
in Africa where these species over winter. Habitat loss causes 
further declines in insects and mud availability for nest building. 

Loss of nesting sites when older properties are renovated so 
blocking up traditional nest sites, barns being converted or 
mud nest cups removed when decorating the external walls 
and soffits add further problems.

The combined issues have led to their declines including many 
other species. So, what can we do about this in the UK?

Due to diminishing numbers of our swifts, swallows and house 
martins throughout the UK, I have been using my expertise 
to help with their conservation. By identifying existing colonies 
and installing nest boxes and nest cups it is possible to turn 
around the fortunes of these summer visitors which are so in-
grained in our culture and history. 

Our current generation need to experience the presence of 
these summer visitors so that they, too, can conserve them 
in the future. Local projects that I am involved with include 
the Storrington group of the Sussex Wildlife Trust, fitting swift 
boxes in Amberley, Storrington, Pulborough and Billingshurst.

The Arundel ‘Bring Back our Birds’ project, surveying and iden-
tifying populations of swift, swallow and house martins, scop-
ing potential properties for hosting nest boxes and installing 
around 50 nest cups and boxes in early 2024. New initiatives 
in Climping, Shipley, Fittleworth, Horsted Keynes and Ease-
bourne are now underway with many other towns and villages 
across Sussex and the UK having similar projects.

Protecting and providing secure nesting sites is just one as-
pect of their conservation. Can you provide more habitat in 
your garden or on your land? By encouraging our native nec-
tar and food plants for insects you are directly helping feed our 
insectivorous summer visitors as well as a whole host of other 
wildlife.

Can you provide a muddy patch for swallows and house mar-
tins (also song thrushes) to build their nests?

If you want to help our summer visiting swifts, swallows and 
martins please get in touch at paulnatterjack@gmail.com

Also check out these links: https://housemartinconservation.
com; and swift-conservation.org                                                  

Talks on hedgehogs and swifts
Hedgehogs: June 6, 7pm (St Michael’s Church Hall)

With Hugh Warwick, an ecologist and author, who is also the 
spokesperson for the British Hedgehog Preservation Society. 
Advice on how to protect them and how to improve and con-
nect hedgehog habitats. To find out more, visit https://www.
hughwarwick.com/contact/

Swifts, June 20, 7pm (St Michael’s Church Hall)

With Edward Mayer, head of the Swift Conservation Group 
He works to preserving the future of swifts, supporting them 
and educating people on how enhance their habitats. Learn 
more about these fascinating birds and find out what you can 
do to help them.  He will be accompanied by Alison Ingram, 
who rehabilitates injured swifts in West Sussex, and will be 
displaying an exhibition of her artwork as well as answering 
questions about her work. 

Amberley’s swift project, run by Pam Keeble and Cathy 
Briggs, is part of Sussex Wildlife Trust’s regional group, 
which has provided free swift boxes for the past two years 
plus three free swift callers that have been lent to residents. 
Paul Stevens, Arundel-based swift and hirundine expert, has 
been closely involved advising on suitable nest locations and 
installing callers and nest boxes.

The cost for each talk is £5 to cover costs and includes a glass 
of wine. To book either talk contact Cathy Briggs (catherine.
briggs@geodime.co.uk)

A swallow feeding its chick on the back of a garden chair
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EDITORIAL

Deadline for the June issue

Friday, May 16
Contributions should be sent to       

The Editor, Brooklands, East Street, 
Amberley, BN18 9NN 

or e-mail mike@brooklandsamberley.com

Time for action
The latest tragedy on the B2139 – two serious accidents on 
the same day (March 30 which happened to be Mothering 
Sunday) including the death of a motorcyclist – once again 
highlights just how much more dangerous the road is becom-
ing. It is not just the speed of traffic, but the volume and sheer 
size of vehicles. Of course, the larger HGVs are not, according 
to their satnavs, supposed to use the road, which as we all 
know is a rat-run between the A27 and A24. But the fact is they 
do – the  biggest unable to pass each other on the narrowest 
stretch at Houghton. 

The more irresponsible motorcyclists continue to use the 
straight section that extends eastwards past the football field 
as a racetrack, many exceeding not only the speed limit but the 
legal noise level as they open up the throttle. 

All of which suggests that Parham Parish Council’s latest plea 
for a reduction in the speed limit beyond the already extended 
40mph section at Amberley should be implemented. While I 
would be reluctant to see it extended all the way from White-
ways to Storrington (as has been imposed on the A283 from 
Storrington to Pulborough) it may now be inevitable.

According to Parham PC, from December 2020 to December 
2024 there were 17 accidents between Amberley’s football 
field and New Town Road, Storrington, with four of these being 
serious. There have other fatalities over the years, including at 
least one close to the junction of School Road.

A decision by West Sussex County Council and the police 
should now be a priority, ignoring the absurd self-imposed limit 
on Road Traffic Orders (RTOs) which can be processed in a 
year. Let’s hope common sense prevails before there is an-
other fatality or serious injury. 

By the same token, the chaos caused in Amberley following 
the first accident on that Sunday merely emphasised the un-
suitability of access through the village for any proposed extra 
housing on the East Street Farm fields.  Amberley became to-
tally gridlocked as diverted traffic in both directions attempted 
to find their way through the village.                   Mike Toynbee

Of Greatham
For peace, than knowledge more desirable,

         Into your Sussex quietness I came,

When summer’s green and gold and azure fell

         Over the world in flame.

And peace upon your pasture lands I found,

         Where grazing flocks drift on continually,

As little clouds that travel with no sound

         Across a windless sky.

Out of your oaks the birds call to their mates

         That brood among the pines, where hidden deep

From curious eyes a world’s adventure waits

         In columned choirs of sleep.

Under the calm ascension of the night

         We heard the mellow lapsing and return

Of night-owls purring in their groundless flight

         Through lanes of darkling fern.

Unbroken peace when all the stars were drawn

         Back to their lairs of light, and ranked along

From shire to shire the downs out of the dawn

         Were risen in golden song.

           .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .

I sing of peace who have known the large unrest

         Of men bewildered in their travelling,

And I have known the bridal earth unblest

         By the brigades of spring.

I have known that loss. And now the broken thought

         Of nations marketing in death I know,

The very winds to threnodies are wrought

         That on your downlands blow.

I sing of peace. Was it but yesterday

         I came among your roses and your corn?

Then momently amid this wrath I pray

         For yesterday reborn         John Drinkwater
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Homes for sale and to rent locally 	
                               

Amberley
New Barn Road      6-bedroom detached house with     	
                                  swimming pool 			 
(Jackson-Stops, Chichester) 		           £2,495,000

High Street             4-bedroom detached house 		
(GL&Co, Storrington) 			           £1,850,000

Church Street       4-bedroom detached house		
(Hamptons, Chichester) 			           £1,795,000

East Street	     4-bedroom detached house 		
(GL&Co, Storrington) 			           £1,225,000

School Road         2-bedroom house  			 
(Sims Williams, Arundel)   		             £895,000

Church Street       Grade II listed 2-bedroom cottage 	
(GL&Co, Storrington)                                              £825,000

Rackham Road   3-bedroom semi detached house  	
(King & Chasemore, Storrington)      	            £650,000

Hurst Cottages, East Street   3-bedroom bungalow 		
(Joe Graham Property Sales, Bognor)                              £550,000

Houghton Bridge
Riverside           Four 2-bedroom lodges (sold separately)   	
(Parkmove, nationwide)	                       £175,000-£185,000

New Barn Road   4-bedroom detached house 		
(King & Chasemore, Storrington)		             £650,000

Houghton
Off B2139                 5-bedroom detached house 	     
(Sims Williams, Arundel)	                                    £1,200,000

Off B2139                 4-bedroom detached house 		
(GL&Co, Storrington/Jackson-Stops, Chichester) 	  	
			                                      £1,100,000

B2139              3-bedroom semi detached barn conversion 
(Henry Adams, Storrington)                                   £695,000

Rackham
Off Rackham Road       5-bedroom period farmhouse 	
		               with 15 acres  			 
(Strutt & Parker, Chichester) 		          £2,300,000

Rackham Street	  3-bedroom detached house  	
(Jackson-Stops, Chichester) 		          £1,250,000        

To Rent
Parham

Parham Estate   5-bedroom former farmhouse                  
(GL&Co, Storrington) 			           £4,250pcm

Parham Estate   3-/4-bedroom first floor apartment   	
(GL & Co, Storrington) 			           £2,100pcm

Houghton 
Off B2139        3-bedroom house   		
(Crossmeads, Chichester)   		          £1,675pcm 

Property Watch

Amberley CC 2025 fixtures

May 25 	 Nuthurst (away)

June 8   	 Gully (away)  				  
       15  	 Slindon (away)		           	        	
       22  	 Lavant (home)		            	              	
       29  	 Southwater (away)

July 6  		 Crawley (home)			        	
      13   	 Yellow Stump (home)		        	
      20   	 Bury and West Burton (home)	       	
      27   	 12th Men (home)

See monthly calendar in this magazine for updates and 
any additional matches

August 10   	 West Chiltington & Thakeham (away)	
            17 	 Southwick Wanderers (home)         	
            24          Arundel Grasshoppers (home)		
            25          BHM (home)			    	
            31          Bolney (away)

September  7  Gully (home)			         	
                   14  Zambuca Tigers (home)

All matches start at 1.30pm
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Refuse & Recycling 
Calendar - May
Household refuse collections (Amberley/
Crossgates/Rackham, Mill Lane, High Tit-
ten, New Barn Road, Houghton Bridge, 
North Stoke, Rackham, Greatham and 
Wiggonholt): non-recyclable waste will be 
collected on Tuesdays, May 6 and 20. Col-
lections for mixed dry recyclable waste (blue top bins) and 
garden waste  (brown top bins for registered users only) will 
be on Tuesdays, May 13 and 27. 

For Church Street and Hog Lane: collections for mixed 
dry recyclable waste (blue top bins) will be on Wednes-
days, May 7 and 21. Garden waste (brown top bins for 
registered users only) will be collected on Mondays, May 
12 and 26.  Collections for non-recyclable waste will be on 
Wednesdays, May 14 and 28. 

LOCAL INFORMATION

Village Bus Timetable
On Monday, Wednesday and Thursday every week (plus the first Tuesday each month), the Amberley and Slindon Village Bus 
can take you to various destinations thanks to our team of volunteer drivers. We routinely stop at a range of places in Amber-
ley, but as this is a ‘hail-and-ride’ service the driver will pick up and set down at your door on request (especially useful when 
you are returning home with shopping), or anywhere else en route. The fare is a flat-rate £3 per return journey (£2 single fare) 
and Bus Pass Holders, and children under 16 travel free. Wheelchair users are welcome, but always ring ahead. To arrange 
a pick-up from your home, use of the bus for other community activity, or to discuss becoming a volunteer driver, please call 
Phil Greenwood on (01798) 831 803. 										                      
The full bus timetable can also be found on the Amberley Parish Council website: www.amberley-pc.org.uk/

 Amenity Tip Opening Times
Billingshurst: Newbridge Road, RH14 9HZ 		
9am-6pm (closed Thursday and Friday) 

Bognor: Shripney Road, PO22 9SX 			 
9am-6pm (closed Thursday and Friday) 

Chichester: Coach Road, Westhampnett, PO18 0NX 
9am-6pm (closed Tuesday) 

Littlehampton: Mill Lane, Wick, BN17 7PH 	  	
9am-6pm (closed Tuesday and Wednesday). No trailers

Appointments are now required at all local recycling sites. 
Bookings can be made at any time online by visiting www. 
westsussex.gov.uk/BookToRecycle or by calling the Cus-
tomer Service Centre on (01243) 642106. Proof of resi-
dency (ie driving licence, valid bus pass or current utility 
bill) is required at all WSCC recycling centres. 
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LOCAL INFORMATION

Southern Trains Timetable 	                           	
(from December 15, 2024)

Monday-Friday 
From Amberley to London (Victoria except here shown): 05.55 
and then at 18 and 48 minutes past the hour until 21.48 then 23.05 
(change at Three Bridges). 
Typical journey time to London Victoria 1hr 27mins

From London Victoria to Amberley: 05:54, 06.35, and then at 05 
and 35 minutes past the hour until 22.35. 
Typical journey time from London Victoria 1hr 23mins

From Amberley to Arundel and beyond (all Bognor Regis except 
as shown): 06.42 (PH), 07.13, 07.58 and then at 28 and 58 minutes 
past the hour until 22.28 then 22.51 (P&S), 23.28, 23.53 (C). 
PH – Portsmouth Harbour; P&S – Portsmouth & Southsea;                           
C – Chichester 

Saturday
From Amberley to London: 06.29, 06.48 and then at 18 and 48 min-
utes past the hour until 21.48 then 23.04 (change at Gatwick Airport). 
Typical journey time to London Victoria 1hr 27mins

From London Victoria to Amberley: 06.05, 06.35 and then at 05 
and 35 minutes past the hour until 20.35 then 21.05, 21.35, 22.05, 
22.35. 
Typical journey time from London Victoria 1hr 23mins

From Amberley to Arundel and beyond (all Bognor Regis except 
as shown): 06.43 (PH), 07.28, 07.58 and then 28 and 58 minutes 
past the hour until 22.28 then 22.51 (P&S), 23.28, 23.53 (C). 
PH – Portsmouth Harbour; P&S – Portsmouth & Southsea;                   
C – Chichester 

Sunday
From Amberley to London Victoria: 07.58, and then at 58 minutes 
past the hour until 21.58. 
Typical journey time to London Victoria 1hr 24mins
From London Victoria to Amberley: 07.32, 08.32, 09.35 and then at 
35 minutes past the hour until 22.35.
Typical journey time from London Victoria 1hr 20mins
From Amberley to Arundel and beyond (all Bognor Regis and 
Portsmouth Harbour (divides at Barnham) except as shown): 
09.02B, 09.58PH 10.58 and then 55 minutes past the hour until 
22.56B and 23.55B. 					   
B – Bognor Regis; PH – Portsmouth Harbour.
			              

Compiled by Malcolm Pheasey

NEW OPENING HOURS

= Monday & Friday 9am-1pm = Closed Wednesday

=Tuesday 1pm-4pm =Thursday 1pm-5pm

BANKING

 Banking available for all major banks ie cash 
withdrawals, paying in cash and cheques etc

FOREIGN CURRENCY

 Euros on demand.  All other currencies can be 
ordered and received within 24 hours

The Post Office is now 
your local bank

No need to drive miles to your nearest branch

Use the shop to help subsidise the Post Office

         Local Farmers’ Markets 
  Storrington Community Market 		  		   	
  Village Hall, West Street           Fridays (9.45am-11.15am)

  Chichester		  					   
  East and North Streets       First and third Fridays (9am-2pm)

  Ford 			     					   
  Ford Airfield 		    First Saturday (7.30am-2pm) 

  Steyning	  	  		   			 
  High Street Car Park	        First Saturday (9am-1pm)

  Arundel 	  	  					   
  Town Centre	                     Third Saturday (9am-1pm) 

  Pulborough Village Market 					   
  Village Hall                      Fourth Saturday (9am-12.30pm)

  Petworth 		   		   			 
  Leconfield Hall and Square    Fourth Saturday (9am-1pm) 
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DIVERSIONS - MAY

 Quick crossword
Across
1. Base for a statue (8)

5. Yarn (4)

7. Mud (4)

8. Exact (8)

9. Livestock (6)

12. Guard (7)

15. Motif (7)

19. Period of instruction (6)

21. Wealthy (8)

22. Wheelspindle (4)

23. Oversupply (4)

24. At his pen [anag](8)

Down
1. Porous volcanic rock (6)

2. Throw out (5)

3. Commerce (5)

4. Clothes cupboard (6)

5. Top of a tank (6)

6. Absolve (6)

10. Portable shelter (4)

11. Entice (4)

12. Female swan (3)

13. Stare lecherously (4)

14. Greek God of Love (4)

15. Malayan jungle knife (6)

16. Pill (6)

17. Second showing (6)

18. Wartime detainee (6)

19. Liquid measure (5)

20. Bog (5)

                     Solution on page 35

1. Tchaikovsky’s 1812 Overture was written to celebrate the 	
    defeat of Napoleon in which city?  

2. Which well known singer wrote Sinead O’Connor’s hit 	
    Nothing Compares 2U?  

3. What breed of spaniel has been selected as Best in 	
    Show more times than any other?  

4. What were lost by King John, melted down by Oliver 	
    Cromwell and almost stolen by Thomas Blood? 

5. With which film would you most associate the famous 	
    quote “Rosebud”?  

6. What was unusual about the 1912 Boat Race?  

7. What is the maximum number of horses allowed to run in 	
    the Grand National? 

8. Which is the largest country in the world with only one 	
    time zone? 

9. On what side of the road do the Japanese drive?

10. What was the name of the ship that hit a reef in Alaska 	
      in 1989 and caused a major oil spill?  

11. Which stately home was used for the filming of 		
      Downton Abbey?  

12. Who was the last governor of Hong Kong?  

13. On which Scottish river does lnveness stand?  

14. Of which US state is Topeka the capital? 

15.  Which actress spoke the line “Play it Sam... play As	
       Time Goes By’ in Casablanca? 

16. What are Grey Dagger, Forester and Dingy Footman 	
       species of?   

17. What was the original name of the Royal Air Force? 

18. What is measured on the Mohs scale? 

19. Which football team has the nickname The Blades?   

20. Who had a hit with 24 Hours from Tulsa in 1963? 

21. What depth is a fathom? 

22. The Black Pig was a ship belonging to which fictional 	
       character? 

23. What is the musical term for ‘quick’ or ‘lively’? Clue: it 	
       was also the name of a car   

24. Who wrote The Constant Gardener? 

25. What is nori, the traditional wrapping of sushi, made 	
     from?  (a) Seaweed  (b) Soy Paper  (c)  Rice paper 	
     (d) Bamboo leaves     

26. Whose old man was a dustman? What did he wear 	
       and where did he live?   				  
                                          	                              Answers on page 35
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS / TIDE TIMETABLE

1st Thursday   			
Cookery Masterclass, Parham House, 	
 10am*	

4th Sunday    			 
Pressed Flower & Embroidery 	
 Exhibition, Parham House, 		
 12pm- 5pm (until May 11)	

5th Monday  				  
White Stork and Nature Revival   	
 Festival, Chanctonbury Leisure Centre, 	
 Storrington, from 10.30am

Motorcycle Day, Amberley Museum, 	
 from 10am

6th Tuesday  				  
Talk: Paul Cézanne The Arts Society 	
 West Sussex, Fittleworth Village 	
 Hall, 2pm

7th Wednesday  		   
Talk: Elisabeth-Louise Vigée Le 	
 Brun, The Arts Society South 	  	
 Downs, Fittleworth Village Hall, 	   	
 10.45am 

8th Thursday				  
Amberley Parish Council meeting,  	
 St Michael’s Church Hall, 7.30pm

10th Saturday  				 
Eco Hub & Repair Cafe, St Michael’s 	
 Church Hall, 10am-12.30pm

11th Sunday  			 
Southern Classics Car Show, Amberley 	
 Museum, from 10am	

12th Monday  				  
Quiz night, The Sportsman, 7.30pm

13th Tuesday				  
Parham Parish Council meeting, 	
 Old School, Rackham, 7.30pm

14th Wednesday    		
Film: Conclave,  Sullington Hall, 	
 Storrington, 7.30pm 

17th Saturday  				 
Goodwoof, Goodwood, from 9.30am

Home Front Weekend, Amberley 
Museum, from 10am

18th Sunday  				  
Goodwoof, Goodwood, from 9.30am

Home Front Weekend, Amberley 
Museum, from 10am

21st Wednesday  		           	
Association of Sussex Artists’ 	
 Exhibition, Parham House, 	    	
 12 noon-5pm (until June 8)

24th Saturday  				 
Amberley Revival, from 9am	

25th Sunday  			 
James Bond Day, Amberley 	   	
 Museum, from 10am	

25th Sunday   			 
Cricket: Amberley CC v Nuthurst 
(away)

28th Wednesday     			 
Half-term activities, Amberley 		
 Museum (until Friday), daily from 	
 10am		

         
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  

 
 
 

 
 

1st 
High    02.13 
Low     08.18 
High    14.43 
Low     20.40 

 2nd 
High    02.58 
Low     09.06 
High    15.33 
Low     21.31 

3rd 
High   03.48 
Low    09.58 
High   16.28 
Low    22.27 

4th 
High   04.48 
Low    11.01 
High   17.34 
Low     23.42 

5th 
High   05.58 
Low    12.24 
High   18.49 

6th 
Low    01.09 
High   07.22 
Low    13.42 
High   20.11 

7th 
Low    02.18 
High   08.42 
Low    14.43    
High    21.13 

8th 
Low    03.13 
High   09.38 
Low    15.31 
High    22.02 

9th 
Low    03.57 
High   10.22 
Low    16.13 
High    22.41 

10th 
Low    04.34 
High   11.01 
Low    16.50 
High    23.18 

11th 
Low    05.11 
High   11.36 
Low    17.26 
High   23.51 

12th 
Low    05.44 
High   12.08 
Low    18.00 

13th 
High   00.20 
Low    06.18 
High   12.39 
Low    18.34 

14th 
High   00.48 
Low    06.51 
High   13.08 
Low    19.07 

15th 
High   01.17 
Low    07.24 
High   13.39 
Low     19.39 

16th 
High   01.47 
Low    07.55 
High   14.13 
Low    20.12 

17th 
High   02.21 
Low    08.30 
High   14.49 
Low    20.49 

18th 
High   03.00 
Low    09.10 
High   15.33 
Low    21.36 

19th 
High   03.47 
Low    10.01 
High   16.28 
Low    22.34 

20th 
High   04.49 
Low    11.03 
High   17.40 
Low    23.47 

21st 

High   06.10 
Low    12.18 
High   19.01 

22nd 
Low    01.04 
High   07.31 
Low    13.33 
High   20.08  

23rd 
Low    02.12 
High   08.35 
Low    14.37 
High    21.05 

24th 
Low    03.10 
High   09.31 
Low    15.32 
High    21.58 

25th 
Low    04.01 
High   10.22 
Low    16.23 
High    22.46 

26th 
Low    04.49 
High   11.12 
Low    17.12 
High    23.35 

27th 
Low    05.39 
High   12.04 
Low    18.01 

28th 
High   00.23 
Low    06.27 
High   12.55 
Low    18.50 

29th 
High   01.13. 
Low    07.16 
High   13.45 
Low    19.39 

30th 
High   02.01 
Low    08.06 
High   14.36 
Low   20.29 

31st 
High   02.49 
Low    08.55 
High   15.26 
Low    21.20 
 

 

Littlehampton Tide Timetable – May

TIDAL DIFFERENCE ON THE RIVER ARUN +90 MINUTES AT HOUGHTON               
COMPILED BY HAZEL ALLINSON

Dates for the diary
Talk on hedgehogs (Church Hall)   	
                                             June 6

Action Medical Research Plant Sale              	
			       June 14

Sussex Day at Parham House                    	
	                               June 15

Talk on swifts (Church Hall)  		
			        June 20

Amberley Roving Supper     		
                 	                  June 28

Plant Fairs Roadshow, Parham  		
			           July 6

Sussex Steam Fair, Parham  		
	                           July 12-13

Village Picnic, Millennium Green 	
            	                          August 23



35

MAY 2025

AT YOUR SERVICE (LOCAL TRADESMEN AND SERVICES)
Accommodation: B&B (graded) 

Woodybanks Cottage, Amberley, lovely 
views across Wildbrooks; private sitting room, 
AA 4-star silver rating 	    01798 831295 

Accommodation: Self-catering 

The Roost at Stream Barn, Amberley, 		
Trip Advisor Certificate of Excellence. (See 
advertisement for details)           01798 839320 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaners 

Barden Clean, professional, environmentally 
friendly cleaning service             07452 950509 

Catering services 

Jane Bellinger, professional cordon bleu chef 
for functions, parties, etc           01798 839433 

Estate Agents 

GL&Co, houses for sale and to rent, free 	
valuations		   01903 742354

Jackson-Stops & Co, properties in every 
location          01903 885886 / 01243 786316

Financial Services 

Spinnaker Wealth Management 		
Nigel Evans, Principal               07967 381341 

Funeral Directors 

W. Bryder & Sons, 5th generation, family run 
independent business               01798 342174

Garages, car servicing, repairs 

Turner’s Garage, Bury, MoTs, tyres, exhausts, 
brakes, batteries                        01798 831417

Garden 

Rydon Landscapes, garden design and    
construction      01798 872359 / 07711 663862 

We Love Plants, Nic Howard Garden Design, 
inspirational outdoor spaces      01883 744020 

Heating oil / fuel / boiler engineers 

Amberley Oil Syndicate, collective buying 
power for heating oil                   01798 831845 

M.D. Woodger, all types of domestic boiler 
maintenance and Agas 	    01730 894211 

Home / household 
				  
Dressing Rooms, curtains and hand-made 
soft furnishings                           01903 741251 

Logs 

Andy Johnson, seasoned logs cut to size; free 
kindling with each full load           07793 500129

Painting / decorating 

Jonathan Capelin, quality interior and exterior 
decorator 	                    01798 817402

R J Elliott & Son, complete decorating and 
maintenance     01903 732363 / 07903 260048

Retail 

Amberley Village Pottery, hand-made       
pottery, gifts etc                          01798 831876 

Amberley Village Stores, grocery, wines, 
newspapers, Post Office             01798 831171

Schools 

Dorset House, independent day and boarding 
school for boys and girls, 4-13   01798 831456

Slindon College, independent day and board-
ing school for boys aged 8-18    01243 814320

Tea rooms 

Amberley Village Tea Room      01798 839196 

Well-being 

Connect Reflexology, Old Forge Surgery and 
home visits                                 07895 302787

Marion Scotcher, foot health practitioner 
home visits by appointment       01798 875588 

Robert Sadler, locally-based registered 	 
osteopath 	                   01798 874736

Storrington Physiotherapy Clinic, 		
Filipa Barnes & Sean Case        01903 743538

To advertise in these columns, contact 
Mike Toynbee on 01798 831 114 or e-
mail mike@brooklandsamberley.com

Answers to Diversions (see page 33)

1. Moscow  2. Prince  3. English cocker spaniel (seven times)  4. The Crown Jewels  5. Citizen Kane  6. Both crews sank 
and  the race was held again  7. 34 (reduced last year from 40)  8. China (it spans five zones)  9. Left  10. Exxon Valdez  
11.  Highclere Castle in Hampshire  12. Chris Patten  13. The River Ness  14. Kansas  15. Ingrid Bergman  16. Moths   
17. Royal Flying Corps  18. The hardness of minerals  19. Sheffield United   20. Gene Pitney  21. The Admiralty defined 
a fathom to be a thousandth of an imperial nautical mile (which was 6,080ft) ie 6.08ft. In practice, the fathom was always 
regarded as exactly 6ft  22. Captain Pugwash  23. Allegro (Austin Allegro). From the  Italian meaning cheerful  24. John 
Le Carre  25. Seaweed  26. Lonnie Donegan. He wore ’cor blimey trousers and lived in a council flat

Crossword solution											         

Across: 1. Pedestal  5. Tale  7. Mire  8. Accurate  9. Cattle  12. Protect  15. Pattern  19. Lesson  21. Affluent  22. Axle  23. Glut  24. Thespian

Down: 1. Pumice  2. Eject  3. Trade  4. Locker  5. Turret  6. Exempt  10. Tent  11. Lure  12. Pen  13. Ogle  14. Eros  15. Parang  16. Tablet  17. Repeat  
18. Intern  19. Litre  20. Swamp
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PARISH DIRECTORY

Churchwardens:			  Amberley 	  Melanie Edge (mel.edge@me.com)........................................07973 163369

 					      	  Michael Davey (Secretary) (mpdavey@gmail.com)..............07749 690024

				    Greatham	  Diana van der Klugt (dianavanderklugt@btinternet.com).........01798 875663

					      	  Robert Englehart........................................................................01798 87250

				    Parham	 	  Valerie Myers (vmyers69@btinternet.com).............................07909 640948

 					      	  Jill Sloan (Secretary) (jill@jsloan.com)...................................01798 872163

 				    Wiggonholt	  Cathy Folwell (cathy.folwell@icloud.com)............................. 01798 872546

						       Jenny Sadler (jen@southerncranes.co.uk)............................ 01798 874613

St Mary The Virgin North Stoke (acting chair) 	  Janet Aidin (janet@aidin.co.uk)................................................01798 87253

Organist and Choir Trainer (St Michael’s, Amberley) Shirley Linford..........................................................................01903 783692 

Magazine Editor and Advertising			    Michael Toynbee (mike@brooklandsamberley.com)..............01798 831114 

Magazine Distribution & Subscriptions		   Pam Keeble (pamwkeeble@gmail.com)................................. 01798 831050 

Amberley CE Primary School			    Paul Armitage.............................................................................01798 83161

Amberley Church Hall Bookings			    Adrienne Greenwood (ad.greenwood@btinternet.com).......07746 488615 

Amberley Good Neighbours Emergency Service	  Cyndy Kennett.......................................................................... 07745 407185 

(AGNES) 					      

Amberley Oil Syndicate			    	  Jill Couling (amberleyenergysyndicate@gmail.com)................01798 831845

Amberley Parish Council Clerk			   Steve Trott (clerk@amberley-pc.org.uk).................................07767 301299

Amberley Parish Pond & Tree Warden		   Pam Keeble.................................................................................01798 83105

Amberley Parish Trust				     David Vokins..............................................................................01798 839086 

Amberley Society				     Grahame Joseph (grahamejoseph@gmail.com)....................01798 831340 

Amberley Village Stores and Post Office		   Colin Woods...............................................................................01798 831171 

Amberley Welfare Trust (Village Surgery)	  	  Grahame Joseph (grahamejoseph@gmail.com)....................01798 831340

Bell Ringers (Amberley) Tower Captain 		   Valerie Myers (vmyers69@btinternet.com)............................. 07909640948

CPR Emergency Number				    .....................................................................................................07838 947521

Cricket Club					      Keith Dalmon..............................................................................01798 83188

Home Safety Checks				     West Sussex Fire and Rescue Service.....................................03458729719

Member of Parliament				     Andrew Griffith (andrew.griffith.mp@parliament.uk)............0207 219 4557

Millennium Green Trust		   		   Judy Agate (judy@greencaterpillar.org)..................................07525 48474

Neighbourhood Watch				     Malcolm Pheasey........................................................................01798 83904

Parham Parish Council Clerk			    Vicky Spiers (clerk@parham-pc.org.uk)..................................01903 20894

Police 			    			    Non-emergency number............................................................................101 

Rackham Old School Association			   Sue Bulloch...............................................................................01798 872038 

Rackham School Hall Reservations		   Jennifer Hooper........................................................................01903 742695

Society of Amberley Garden Enthusiasts (SAGE) 	  Sarah Ffoulkes Roberts (sffoulkesroberts@yahoo.co.uk).....01798 874713

Stoolball Club					      Sandra Turner............................................................................01243 82125

Village Bus					      Philip Greenwood.....................................................................01798 831803 

Village Lunch Team Leader			    Sarah Wheeler (sarahwheeler1@live.com).............................01798 831194

West Sussex County Councilor   			  Paul Marshall.......................................................................... 033 022 23841



 

 
07922 240729      chris@cjselectrical.net      cjselectrical.net 

Local, reliable electrician based in Storrington offering friendly service to the local area.  

Proud member of the NICEIC Domestic Installer  scheme. All work certified & guaranteed for 12 months.  

• Consumer Unit Upgrades 

• Cabin, Garage & Shed Wiring 

• Decorative & Security Exterior Lighting 

• Garden Lighting & Design 

• Fault Finding & Rectification 

• Electric Vehicle Charging Equipment 

• LED Lighting Upgrades & Solutions 

• Inspection, Testing & Certification 



38

MAY 2025

It’s a bun-derful life!
Bystander enjoyed Buns in the Square – St Michael’s 
Church ‘pop-up’ cafe on Good Friday as part of the Easter 
celebrations (bun for the road, please). The only disap-
pointment was there was not a stitch of lycra in sight ... un-
til it was pointed out that’s an altogether different gathering 
of buns – perhaps one of those is needed, though, to get 
rid of those muffin tops!  (All buns intended.)

Bunny on a bus
While on the subject of Bun-nies, there was an unusual 
Easter passenger on the new village bus to Chichester.  
Mike Attard’s naughty cat had bitten the bunny’s foot and 
the bunny was hitching a ride to the vet.  Good to know the 
new bus is already welcoming a diverse mix of passengers 
... although Bystander thought rabbits normally travel by 
hareplane. (Enough puns! - Ed)

Pictured left enjoying hot cross buns and coffee (from left 
to right)  Hazel Allinson, Ros and Tim Simpson, and Emma 
and Graham Elliott. Pictured above (from left to right) Pam 
Keeble, Sue Adams and her grandson Matthijs, Sarah Fish, 

Jill Adams and Susan Watson. 

In robust defence of 			
‘ladies of experience’
Inveterate letter writer Sue Pheasey was moved to put pen to 
paper (or rather, fingers to keyboard) and write to The Times 
last month taking to task renowned neurosurgeon Henry Marsh 
for stereotyping grannies (ie older women) in a jaw droppingly 
crass and patronising remark. Ageism against women is one 
of the last socially acceptable prejudices and Bystander con-
gratulates Sue for robustly defending ‘ladies of experience’ in 
such a prominent platform as The Times!

It’s the latest in a long line of letters (37 in fact) that Sue has 
had published in The Times, Sunday Times and the Satur-
day magazine in the last 25 years or so, many occupying the 
coveted ‘bottom right’ slot on The Times’ Letters page.  Sue 
has written on a variety of topics as diverse as the importance 
of expensive shoes, mangled surnames, address protocol in 
Costa Rica and the perils of Ozempic.   

It works out at an average of one letter a year, although there 
were some years when Sue was too busy to bother and “the 
iPad makes it much easier than finding pen, paper, envelope 
and stamp. To say nothing of walking to a letter box. I do slight-
ly miss the days when one’s postal address was published as 
the letters in green ink which arrived a few days later were 
most amusing”.

Only the most elegant and succinct letters are published in The 
Times – 37 letters must be approaching a record. Bystander 
is impressed!

That first cuckoo
And while on the subject of letters to The Times … It may be a 
myth that they publish letters on the first cuckoo call of spring 
… but the cheery Gaggle-mails from Sue Haynes, Janet Aidin 
and Malcolm  Pheasey are too good to miss – if not The Times, 
then Wildbrooks!  There is something deeply comforting about 
the return of our migrant birds. They’ve made it again / Which 
means the globe’s still working’ as Ted Hughes wrote. 

V.Twin’s (aka Grahame 
Joseph) latest cartoon, 
a timely reminder that 
there is a White Stork 
and Nature Revival 
Festival taking place in 
Storrington this coming 
Bank Holiday Monday 
(May 5). It’s a local cel-
ebration of the success-
ful reintroduction of the 
white stork and to mark 
their return after their 
remarkable migratory 
journey across Africa 
and Europe. For more 
details, see page 19



Our team combines 150 years 

knowledge and expertise in 

the local sales and lettings 

markets, so when you need a 

valuation, just call us.

You’ll be in professional hands.

It’s part of our DNA - Let us help make your next move a reality

www.glproperty.co.uk                    01798 874033
SALES | LETTINGS | LAND & NEW HOMES | AUCTIONS

With offices in 
Storrington and 
Pulborough 

We Love Plants Ltd is a renowned,
multi-disciplinary, award winning design
studio founded by Director and Designer
Nic Howard with an enviable reputation

for creating luxury, timeless, beautiful,
plant-focused gardens.

01883 744 020
hello@weloveplants.co

www.we-love-plants.co.uk
Instagram @nichoward

MULTI-AWARD WINNING
GARDEN DESIGNERS, 

PLANTERS & KEEPERS
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